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The Bedford Central School District literacy curriculum is aligned with the NYS Standards. 

The standards emphasize critical thinking, careful reading of fiction and non-fiction, writing with 

evidence, effective communication of ideas, and real-world problem solving. 
 

Balanced Literacy 

Bedford subscribes to a balanced literacy approach to reading and writing instruction. Balanced 

literacy is an integrated language approach inclusive of process, strategy and conventions 

instruction. In this approach, instruction consists of four basic elements: modeling, sharing, guiding, 

and developing independence.   
 

Balanced literacy approach is an infusion of reader’s workshop, writer’s workshop and 

language/word study. Our ongoing approach to teaching and learning reading and writing assumes 

that they are implicitly linked.  

 

Reading Instruction Writing Instruction 

Our framework for reading instruction involves 

teaching by reading to students, having students 

read independently, and reading with 

students.  This is developed as students engage in 

such literary experiences as:  
 

• Reading Workshop 

o Whole Group 

▪ Mini-Lesson  
(explicit instruction/modeling) 

o Small Group 

▪ Guided Reading  

▪ Strategy lesson 

o Independent Reading 

▪ Leveled books across genres  

• Read-Aloud  

• Shared Reading (teacher and students) 
  

Our framework for writing instruction involves 

teaching students to write within three curricular 

genres: narrative, informational, and opinion.  This 

is developed as students engage in such literary 

experiences as:  
 

• Writing Workshop 

o Whole Group 

▪ Mini-Lesson  
(explicit instruction/modeling) 

o Small Group 

▪ Strategy lesson 

o Independent Writing 

▪ Conferring  
(with teacher or peers) 

▪ Applying skills   

• Shared and interactive writing 

• Responding to reading  

Word Study 

Phonics, Spelling, Vocabulary, Grammar and Punctuation 

 

Bedford’s Balanced Literacy approach is achieved through differentiation of instruction.   

Differentiation is the manner in which a teacher responds to their learner’s needs by adjusting 

content, materials, instruction, and the products students develop based on what they know about 

each student.  The purpose of differentiated instruction is to maximize student growth and success. 
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10 Essentials of Reading Instruction 
 
 

Above all, good teachers matter. 

“Learners need teachers who demonstrate what it means to live richly literate lives, wearing a love of 

reading on their sleeves.  Teachers need professional development and a culture of collaborative 

practice to develop their abilities to teach.” 
 

Readers need long stretches of time to read. 

“A mountain of research supports the notion that teachers who teach reading successfully provide 

their students with substantial time for actual reading.” 
 

Readers need opportunities to read high-interest, accessible books of their own choosing. 

“Students need access to lots of book that they can read with high levels of accuracy, fluency, and 

comprehension.  They need opportunities to consolidate skills so they can use skills and strategies with 

automaticity within fluid, engaged reading.” 
 

Readers need to read increasingly complex texts appropriate for their grade level. 

“A consensus has formed around the resolve to accelerate students’ progress so they can read 

increasingly complex texts.  Teachers can find ways to scaffold instruction to provide students with 

access to these texts when they cannot read them independently.” 
 

Readers need direct, explicit instruction in the skills and strategies of proficient reading. 

“The National Reading Panel strongly supports explicit instruction in comprehension strategies, 

suggesting that the teaching of even one comprehension strategy can lead to improved 

comprehension, and that teaching a repertoire of strategies can make an even larger difference.” 
 

Readers need opportunities to talk and sometimes write in response to texts. 

“Talking and writing both provide concrete, visible ways for learners to do the thinking work that later 

becomes internalized and invisible.” 
 

Readers need support reading nonfiction books and building a knowledge base and academic 

vocabulary through information reading. 

“The strength of a student’s general knowledge has a close relationship to the student’s ability to 

comprehend complex nonfiction texts.  Students who read a great deal of nonfiction gain 

knowledge about the world as well as about vocabulary.” 
 

Readers need assessment-based instruction, including feedback that is tailored specifically to them. 

“Learners are not all the same, and leaners do not all need the same things to progress.  Teaching, 

then, must always be responsive, and our ideas about what works and what doesn’t work must 

always be under construction.” 
 

Readers need teachers to read aloud to them. 

“Read-aloud is essential to teaching reading.  Teachers read aloud to open the day, using stories and 

poems to convene the community and to celebrate what it means to be awake and alive together.  

They read aloud to embark on shared adventures, to explore new worlds, and to place provocative 

topics at the center of the community.” 
 

Readers need a balanced approach to language arts, one that includes a responsible approach to 

the teaching of writing as well as reading. 

“The National Reading Panel…supported the need for children to have balanced literacy instruction.  

[They] conducted research in balanced literacy, seeking out examples of exemplary teaching in the 

primary grades and studying the approach to instruction.  In every case, whenever they found a 

classroom with high literacy engagement, they found balanced teaching in place.”   
                                                                                          Lucy Calkins & TCRWP Colleagues 


